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Voltaire, Rousseau and General Paoli. In a fortunate moment he
became known to Dr. Johnson. His first meeting with Johnson,
which took place on May 16, 1763, as a result of a carefully prepared
plot, is described in one of the most famous passages in his great
biography. From that very day Boswell played the part of disciple
to the great man, and began to gather materials for Johnsons Life.
It has been said that it is not everyone who can recognise a
great event when it happens or a great man while he is alive.
Boswell had the genius to recognise the great man, and willingly
became his hero-worshipper. The sincerity of the disciple's worship
touched the master's heart, and Johnson had a real affection for
Boswell, sorely as he chastened him at times. Boswell took pride
in his intimacy with the great man, was constantly in his company,
became elected member to the Literary Club, of which Johnson was
President, travelled with him in the Highlands of Scotland and
entertained him at his own house in Edinburgh. His Journal of a
Tour to Hebrides appeared in 1785. His last meeting with Johnson
was at a dinner at Sir Joshua Reynolds' early in 1784, the year of
Johnson's death.
The Life of Johnson was published in 1791, and was at once
recognised as the greatest biography in English literature. Many
have wondered how a man of such egregious weakness and vanity as
Boswell could have written a work of such remarkable merit. The
pages of the Life reveal that the genius of the hero-worshipper is in
its way no less than the genius of the hero himself. BoswelTs
devotion to Johnson was the source of his own fame, and Johnson
undoubtedly owes his place in the esteem and affection of the
modern reader less to his own achievements than to the account of
his sayings and doings as given by Bos well
BOSWELL/S   FIRST   MEETING
WITH JOHNSON
MR. THOMAS davies the actor, who then kept a
bookseller's shop in Russel-street, Covent-garden, told
me that Johnson was very much his friend, and came
frequently to his house, where he more than once invited

